Douglas County West Community Schools

Instrumental Music 9-12 (High School Band) Course Syllabus
Philosophy

It is the mission of the Band Program to provide DC West students with the best musical educational experiences possible. It is hoped that by the time a student graduates, he/she will posses all of the skills necessary to successfully accomplish all of his/her musical hopes, dreams, and aspirations. With resources used from the finest literature and the greatest music of all times, it is my intention that students will develop as a comprehensive musician. Students who develop these skills will forever have a life-long love for music. 
Facebook, Twitter, & Website
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/DCWestHighSchoolBand
Follow us on Twitter @DCWestBands
Check out the DC West Band website at https://goo.gl/mX9noC  

Drum Majors
The drum major shall be a student deemed responsible by the director. The drum majors’ primary responsibility is to assist the director. The drum majors will help teach the field show, conduct pep bands, lead the band when it marches, and take attendance. The drum majors should be available before and after rehearsals and performances to offer assistance when needed. Drum major auditions will be held each April, with drum majors for the following year to be announced at the Fine Arts Awards Night.
Section Leaders

There will be a Section Leader for each of the following sections: flutes, clarinets, alto saxes, low woodwinds (bass clarinet, tenor sax, bari sax), high brass (trumpet, horn), low brass (trombone, baritone, tuba), and percussion. Section Leaders are responsible for the following:
· Show positive leadership and serve as a role model.

· Promote a positive attitude within the section.

· Serve as a communicator between the director and the section and to bring any problems (musical inabilities, poor attitudes, etc) to the director.

· Run sectionals when called during class time 

· Call sectionals when needed to work on music, appearance, etc. of the section.

Attendance
Band is a team effort and the group is not successful without full participation. Therefore, attendance at all rehearsals and performances is extremely important. Attendance at all performances is mandatory. Throughout the year the director may call extra rehearsals. It is important for students to make every effort to attend these events. The success of the group depends on the participation of the members, and all rehearsals and performances are graded. Please make every effort possible to attend these events. Further attendance information is found on the calendar of events.
Classroom Expectations

· The music room is a NO GUM ZONE

· NO food or drink other than bottled water
· Have your instrument, music, and pencil at every rehearsal

· Allow the teacher to teach and your classmates to learn

· Only percussionists are to touch percussion equipment

Instruments

Each student is responsible for having an instrument in good working condition.  Instruments should be cleaned and stored in the appropriate place each day.  Students who leave their instrument at home will need to have a make-up lesson before or after school.  

Reed Players – Have two reeds that you can use, preferably in rotation.  Reeds should be replaced when they are chipped and after a couple months of use.  Reeds can be purchased from Mr. Garton in the band room.  You should also have cork grease and use it approximately once per week.

Brass Players – Have your own valve oil and slide grease; these can be purchased from Mr. Garton in the band room.  Oil the valves every day that you play and use grease on the tuning slides once per month.

Percussion Players – Percussion students will be responsible for paying a percussion usage fee of $40 per year. This money will be used to pay for routine maintenance and repairs completed on percussion instruments.
School Owned Instruments

DC West High School owns many instruments for students to play that are extremely expensive to purchase. These instruments include: tubas, tenor and baritone saxophones, baritones, French horns, etc. Unless a fee waiver has been completed in the district office, each student will be responsible for paying the rental fee of $40 per semester as set by the DC West Board of Education. In addition, the student will pay for repair costs for any damage determined by the director to be flagrant or intentional. Students will also be responsible for damages occurred by dropping the instrument. Only students to whom the instrument is checked out are to touch that instrument. Each student will be required to fill out an Instrument Check-out form for each school instrument used.

Attire
Marching Band (State Fair & Homecoming Parade)
Band shirt (tucked in), black athletic shorts, white socks (no ankle socks), white shoes (no color of any kind)

Concert Band
Black slacks or skirt/dress (skirt/dress length should be below knee), black socks, tights, or hose, black dress shoes (NO TENNIS SHOES), black dress shirt or blouse (NO T-SHIRTS)

Grading

Grades will reflect student achievement of the course curriculum and will include written work (worksheets, journal entries, quizzes, tests, etc.), playing quizzes and group projects.  Additionally, attendance at all performances will be graded as will daily effort and preparation for rehearsal.   Categories and weights are as follows:

	Category
	Weight

	Daily Participation
	35%

	Homework
	35%

	Test
	20%

	Performance Attendance
	10%


Daily Rehearsal Points 

Each rehearsal every student has the opportunity to earn 10 rehearsal points. Students may lose daily points for disruptive behavior, not having all materials at a rehearsal, tardiness, displaying a negative attitude, and anything else the director deems inappropriate within the music classroom. Effort also plays an important role in the rehearsal. Lack of effort may constitute the loss of daily points. If a student is absent from class, they may practice 20 minutes outside of class to make-up the lost points. “Absence Make-Up” forms are located in the band room.
Lettering Awards

Students must earn 85 points to letter. Information on lettering is attached to this syllabus. 

Travel Information

Students need to ride the bus to all away performances. Students wishing to ride home with a parent may be signed out by a parent/guardian at the event.

DC West High School Band

Lettering Points Record Sheet
***YOU NEED 85 POINTS TO LETTER***
I, __________________________ would like to be given credit for the following activity or activities towards my Band Letter (please check all that apply).
_____Performing in a solo or small ensemble for a concert or contest: (20 points ea.) 



Title of Piece Performed: 







Title of Piece Performed: 




_____Learning alternate instrument: (20 points) Instrument: 






_____Take private instrumental lessons: (25 points) Name of Instructor: 




_____Turn in Band Syllabus Contract (5 points)
_____Audition for honor band: (10 points each)



Name of Honor Band: 



Name of Honor Band: 






Name of Honor Band: 



Name of Honor Band: 




_____Be accepted into honor band: (10 points each)



Name of Honor Band: 



Name of Honor Band: 






Name of Honor Band: 



Name of Honor Band: 




_____Attend DC West Band Camp (5 points per day). Check the days you were present:


_____ Tuesday


_____ Wednesday

_____ Thursday

_____Attend music camp: (15 points) Music Camp Attended: 






_____Play in summer band: (20 points per performance) Name of Summer Band: 




_____Perform National Anthem at sporting event: (10 points) **PEP BANDS DO NOT COUNT


Event and Date: 





_____Grade in Band:
 
1st Semester _____

2nd Semester _____


A - 25 points
B - 15 points
C - 8 points
D - 2 points
F - 0 points

_____Other (Be Specific) 











My signature verifies that this information is true and that I understand that if I am caught lying to earn letter points I may forfeit my eligibility to letter that academic year.

______________________________









    Student Signature

DC West Band Calendar 2017-2018

	Month
	Day
	Date
	Event
	Time

	August
	Tuesday
	1
	Band Camp – HS Band Room
	9:00 AM – 3:00PM

	
	Wednesday
	2
	Band Camp – HS Band Room
	9:00 AM – 3:00PM

	
	Thursday
	3
	Band Camp – HS Band Room
	9:00 AM – 3:00PM

	
	Friday
	25
	Pep Band – Football
	6:15 PM

	
	Wednesday
	30
	State Fair
	8:00 AM – 6:30 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	September
	Tuesday
	5
	Pep Band – Volleyball
	6:15 PM

	
	Thursday
	14
	Pep Band – Volleyball
	6:15 PM

	
	Friday
	15
	Homecoming Parade
	1:00 PM

	
	Friday
	15
	Pep Band – Football (Homecoming)
	6:15 PM

	
	Monday
	18
	Pep Band – Volleyball
	6:15 PM

	
	Thursday
	21
	Pep Band – Volleyball
	6:15 PM

	
	Thursday
	28
	Pep Band – Football
	6:15 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	October
	Thursday
	19
	High School Fall Concert
	6:30 PM

	
	Friday
	20
	Pep Band – Football
	6:15 PM

	
	Friday
	27
	Pep Band – Football Playoffs
	TBA

	
	Saturday
	28
	Doane Fall Festival of Winds Honor Band
	7:15 AM – 8:15 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	November
	Friday
	3
	Pep Band – Football Playoffs
	TBA

	
	Saturday
	4
	Pep Band – Volleyball District Finals
	TBA

	
	Thur-Sat
	9-11
	Pep Band – Volleyball State
	TBA

	
	Friday
	10
	Pep Band – Football Playoffs
	TBA

	
	Tues
	21
	Pep Band – Football Finals
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	

	December
	Saturday
	2
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	2:45 PM

	
	Tuesday
	5
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Saturday
	9
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	5:15 PM

	
	Monday
	11
	High School Winter Concert
	6:30 PM

	
	Wednesday
	13
	High School Holiday Tour
	8:00 AM – 3:20 PM

	
	Friday
	15
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Thursday
	21
	Middle School Winter Concert
	6:30 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	January
	Thursday
	4
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Saturday
	13
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Friday
	19
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Tuesday
	30
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	February
	Thursday
	1
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Thursday
	8
	High School POPS Concert
	6:30 PM

	
	Friday
	9
	Pep Band – Boys/Girls Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Tuesday
	13
	Pep Band – Girls Basketball Subdistricts
	TBA

	
	Thursday
	15
	Pep Band – Girls Basketball Subdistricts
	TBA

	
	Friday
	16
	Pep Band – Boys Basketball
	6:15 PM

	
	Tuesday
	20
	Pep Band – Girls Basketball Subdistricts
	TBA

	
	Thursday
	22
	Pep Band – Girls Basketball Subdistricts
	TBA

	
	Friday
	23
	Pep Band – Girls Basketball District Finals
	

	
	Monday
	26
	Pep Band – Boys Basketball District Finals
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	

	March
	Thur-Sat
	1-3
	Pep Band – Girls State Basketball
	TBA

	
	Monday
	5
	NCC Honor Band @ Ashland-Greenwood
	8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

	
	Thur-Sat
	8-10
	Pep Band – Boys State Basketball
	TBA

	
	Tuesday
	13
	Middle School Spring Concert
	6:30 PM

	
	
	
	
	

	April
	Monday
	9
	High School Pre-District Performances
	6:00 PM

	
	Fri.-Sat.
	20-21
	High School District Music Contest
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	

	May
	Tuesday
	8
	High School Fine Arts Awards Night
	6:30 PM

	
	Sunday
	20
	Graduation
	1:30 PM


Attendance at all performances is required.  Conflicts with other DC West High School activities are excused, as is personal illness and family emergencies.  Work conflicts are not excusable.   Working in the concession stand will not be an excused absence; check with Mr. Garton and your class sponsors to avoid scheduling conflicts.  All dates and times are subject to change. 

Items in italic print are optional events for those students who wish to audition.

Underlined items are post-season tournaments, which the pep band will perform at if the athletic team qualifies.  These games will be confirmed with short notice, however, your attendance is still required.

DC West Senior High Instrumental Music

Contract/Agreement

I have read and understand all concepts, expectations, and procedures outlined in this syllabus.

STUDENT PRINTED NAME ___________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE _____________________________________





DATE
________________________
STUDENT EMAIL 








I have read and understand all concepts, expectations, and procedures outlined within this band syllabus.  By signing this slip I am also giving permission for my student to partake in any activity that the director would like the group to partake in not only detailed in this syllabus but also those that arise during the year.

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE












DATE ________________________










PARENT/GUARDIAN PHONE NUMBER 






PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL 







THIS SHEET IS DUE TO MR. GARTON BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st
(Retain the rest of the syllabus for your information!)

2017-2018





For Mr. Garton’s Use: Total 		





Letter 		 Yes		 No








