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     As we move towards mid-October, several exciting things are happening at Douglas County West High School. Parent-teacher conferences were held on October 9th and 11th. Attendance was excellent with 103 parents or guardians attending. We appreciate the high degree of parent involvement at DC West High School. It truly makes a difference in student achievement.

     The Douglas County West Alternative High School is off to a good start. We currently have seven students enrolled after starting the year with six. All seven students report from 8:30-11:30 to work on their core classes online. In the afternoons, the seven students earn elective credits in several different ways. One of the students comes back to the high school to take elective classes from periods 5-8. Two students are working jobs in the afternoon: one works for a local farmer and the other works at a Waterloo daycare. The other four students take part in the district-provided community service projects arranged by lead alternative teacher, Mr. Randy Donner. Mr. Donner said, “The community service aspect is something the students look forward to. They are taking pride in helping to beautify and give back to the city of Waterloo. So far the students have painted curbs, gutters, and posts at the Waterloo Police Station and throughout the downtown business district as well as worked on cleaning our own building.” 
     Besides working towards core and elective credits, the students have also taken part in three field trips to Omaha area businesses and have had several outside speakers come to their class. So far this year the class has visited Majors Plastic, Valmont Industries, and Claas Combines. Future trips are planned to Midwest Manufacturing, Airlite Plastics, and Career Exploration and Networking Tours. 
     On Wednesday mornings, Mr. Donner invites outside speakers to the class for breakfast and fellowship. The students prepare the breakfast and the guests share their background, career steps, and other pertinent information. The first speaker was Jim Boucher who presented on scholarship opportunities for alternative students. The following week, Ashley Lowry from Nebraska Machining Company presented on occupation and scholarship opportunities provided through Caterpillar Machinery. This past Wednesday, Adam Strode from the Nebraska State Patrol focused on careers in law enforcement, answered student questions, and showed the students his patrol car. Mr. Donner stated, “The field trips and speakers have helped to broaden the student’s horizons. These experiences have brought real world and potential career opportunities into focus for several of my students.”
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