Our goal is to nurture a safe and enriching learning environment for every student this year. Therefore, students are expected to follow the guidelines outlined in the district handbook, as well as the procedures set forth in the individual classrooms. This will ensure a safe, productive school year!

General Information

Students are allowed to enter the building at 7:40. School starts at 8:00. After breakfast, they will come directly to their classroom to get their things ready for the day, such as sharpening pencils, turning in homework, etc.  After they are organized for the day, they may go to walking club. It is really beneficial if the students can be here by 7:55. It gives them time to get ready so we can begin promptly at 8:00. If your child is not in the classroom when the bell rings, they will be counted tardy. 

Student’s Work

Student’s work is always checked over and most grades are recorded.  Mrs. Fitzgerald will send their papers home immediately. The students should bring home graded papers daily.  Please ask to see them each night. Ms. Samson and Ms. Parolek will send home the week’s work on Friday in their Friday Folders. We will write a note on the front of the Friday Folder, so please read the comment and sign the folder. Your child is expected to return the signed folder on Monday morning. If the signed folder is not returned by Wednesday, the student will receive a lunch bunch form as a consequence. In some instances, papers may be time sensitive. If so, Ms. Samson and Ms.Parolek will send those papers home in the nightly homework folder.

Weekly Grades/ Mid-Quarter Grades
If you have an email account, you will receive your child’s grades on a weekly basis. Also, mid-quarter reports and report cards will be sent home each quarter. Please contact the office to fill out the form that will allow you to receive weekly grades. 

Homework...the BIG ???

Yes, there is daily homework in 4th grade.  We have tried very hard to “build” in a study time during the day, but any work not completed during the day becomes homework. Also each night, students must complete an MMF sheet (first verbally, then written out). In addition, Ms. Samson’s and Ms. Parolek’s class will be required to read aloud to someone for 15 minutes every night. Our feeling is homework takes priority over sports or other activities.  You and your child should discuss a designated time and place for your child to do their daily schoolwork. 


In addition, your child will have a homework booklet, which will be done once a week. The child is to do the page WITH a parent or guardian. It will come home on Monday and is due back to school completed with a parent signature by Wednesday morning. 

Your child will bring their homework home in a Homework Folder every night. Also, every child is required daily to fill out an assignment book to record their assignments and class activities. This helps them to be organized and it allows parents to see what the child has done in every subject for the day. If homework is not returned the next morning, your child will fill out a Lunch Bunch form and complete the work during their recess time. 

Assignment books and backpacks

The cost of the assignment book is $3.00. Please send the money by Friday. This is an excellent tool for helping your child say organized! Please ask to see you child’s assignment book every night! Your child is responsible for writing down homework assignments daily. We will communicate with you through the agenda by writing notes at the bottom when necessary. Please feel free to do the same with us. We have found this to be a very effective way for students to organize their work and improve their study skills. If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please contact us at 402-359-2151 or by email. PLEASE SIGN THE ASSIGNMENT BOOK AND CHECK YOUR CHILD’S BACK PACK NIGHTLY.

Daily Schedule

Please review your child’s weekly schedule (it is taped inside your child’s assignment book on the front cover). If an appointment must be made during the school day, please try to avoid math and reading times if possible. 

Read, Read, Read

One of the most important pieces of information we can give to parents on how to help your child be successful in school is to READ outside of the school day.  It doesn’t matter if it is books, comics, newspapers, magazines --kids need to read every evening!  They can read to you, a sibling, a stuffed animal, even to themselves out loud.  They need to practice reading aloud. Children need to hear themselves read and to understand what they have read. A great time to fit this into your child’s busy day is before bedtime. 

Each student will be given a quarterly AR (accelerated reader) goal. We will be working towards this at school, and with your help at home we strive for each student to meet their goal each quarter. 
Birthdays

The kids enjoy celebrating birthdays at school. Students may bring treats to share with the class on their birthday. We each have about 18 students in our class this year. We celebrate birthdays on the exact date or on the Friday or Monday if it falls on a weekend. 

Box Tops and Pop Top Tabs

Please save these items as they help purchase supplies and equipment for our school.

Subjects
Spelling:

Tests are given on Fridays only. Word lists will be sent home on Monday. We do not spend a lot of time in class spelling. Your help at home is very important for your child’s success. It will be important for family members to help students study their words each week.  For best results, students should write their words down not just say them because spelling is a visual skill.

English and Writing:

English is the art of communication in our language.  Regular lessons will be taught on the various aspects of speech (verb, adjectives, nouns, etc.) but there will be a great emphasis placed on the ability to communicate effectively in writing and speaking.  Our goal is to get students to have their writing make sense to them and others. Have you heard of the Six Traits of Writing?  We use the six traits as a tool to build better writing skills. The six traits are ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions. Please look around the classroom and read the posters and information that is up on the walls. 

Reading:

In 4th grade, we focus on many reading skills necessary to make your child a better reader. This year we will be using a combination of the basal and novel studies. Students will be asked to create various projects at home throughout the year. Parent involvement will be appreciated.

Science:

We will strive to build an understanding and create an interest in our world, while at the same time increasing the student’s vocabulary.  We have a fun, exciting textbook! We truly believe students benefit from hands-on science, so we will be doing some experiments as well.
Penmanship:

Students will review proper penmanship skills. They will be expected to use cursive at certain times when instructed.

Nebraska History/Social Studies:

This year we will be focusing on Nebraska History. We will explore many topics including Nebraska state symbols, the Capital, Nebraska agriculture, the Plains Indians, Nebraska explorers and traders, the Oregon Trail, among many others. We will also work extensively on map skills.
Math:

Students entering 4th grade should already have basic addition and subtraction facts mastered.  In 4th Grade, we really focus on mastering multiplication facts.  Fourth graders will need to have their multiplication facts mastered by the end of first semester.  Your child may need to review with flash cards at home.  If you need flashcards, please ask, we can send home extra flashcards or MMF sheets to assist you with additional practice at home.  Students will participate in a program called Mastering Math Facts (MMF), so they will take an MMF practice sheet home every night as part of their homework. They will then take a 1 or 2 minute MMF test every morning at school. The 4th Grade curriculum is very extensive and we will cover a wide variety of math topics. We will ensure that the students are prepared to take the state assessments given at the end of the year.

RTI:

RTI means response to intervention. The students will have RTI everyday. This is a time during the day to work on skills that need to be improved on. We will mainly be working on math and reading skills. 

Our 3 school wide rules:
Be Safe

Be Responsible

Be Respectful

We are looking forward to a great school year!

Ms. Samson, Mrs. Fitzgerald, and Ms. Parolek

